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Wolf Tracks! A Day Volunteering at the California Wolf Center

by Gary Seiser

We were raised with their stories. The Boy Who
Cried Wolf. Little Red Riding Hood and the Wolf.
The Three Little Pigs and the Big Bad Wolf. But
are they? Bad, | mean. At the California Wolf
Center just outside of Julian they don't think of
wolves as bad, or as good. They just think of
them as wolves, an important part of North
America's ecosystem and the victim of genocide.
But I'll let them tell you their story. | was just
there to volunteer.

It was Friday so what was first on my day's
activities? Scat! Ever had a dog? Now, think 40
of them and since going into their enclosures
stresses them and may habituate them to man,
only collect their scat once a week. That's the
job we faced. They call it "husbandry.” What
may take you a few minutes in your flat, grassy
backyard, took three of us all morning in the
rocky, hilly enclosures, but oh what a morning,
being that close to the wolves with no fences in
between.

Before going into an enclosure we sprayed the
bottoms of our boots with a bleach and water
mix, to minimize leaving human scent. Then we
went in as a group, no one ever enters an
enclosure alone, each carrying a bucket and a
pooper scooper. In addition to scat, we also
pulled carcasses (deer, calf, and goat) and

picked up bones. And, of course, while we were
doing this | was looking at the scat, and the
occasional track, and learning about wolves. We
stayed somewhat together as we moved so the
wolves would have plenty of room to avoid us,
hide from us. The Alaskan wolves are the
resident pack and education ambassadors;
they're a little more used to man, so in their
enclosures they avoid us. The Mexican gray
wolves are part of the Species Survival Program
(SSP) and some may be released in the Blue
Range Wolf Recovery Area in Arizona and New
Mexico; they're wild, so they hide. A morning
collecting scat. Pretty glamorous, huh?

But part of the job is to count noses, to make
sure they're all there, that they're all alive. In one
enclosure, two female Mexican gray wolves
have hidden so well we don't even catch a
glimpse of them. The senior volunteer I'm with
suspects they're in a den. As she approaches
the front of the den with a flashlight, | hear the
growling start. Deep growling. Continuous
growling. She sticks her head and the flashlight
in anyway. They're both there, she says. Do |
want to look? | do, their growling in my ears and
my heart in my throat. Yup, two sets of eyes.
What a morning!



The afternoon was a little less exciting than
collecting scat, but just as necessary. One of the
other volunteers had driven down and picked up
1,000 pounds of chicken legs and thighs—25
boxes at 40 pounds apiece. We had to bag
them, six pounds to a plastic bag, and then store
them in the walk-in freezer. These would be for
the resident Alaskan wolves, which can have
chicken and beef and other domestic meat. The
Mexican gray wolves get only deer and fish,
nothing that would teach them to like a rancher's
cattle or a farmer's chickens.

Husbandry isn't all that was being done at the
Wolf Center today. There were three paid staff,
several student interns, and a number of
volunteers, and no one was idle. While we
worked on scat and bagging chicken, others dug
post holes, worked in the office, or got the
regular Saturday presentation set up. If you

haven't seen that presentation, you should, but
reservations are needed.

We finished our day with a trash run, driving a
pickup filled with garbage bags of scat and
carcasses, flattened cardboard boxes, a plastic
garbage can filled with who knows what, etc.
Then we checked out with Erin Hunt, the
volunteer coordinator, and headed home.

As | drove down the mountain, | was tired, sore,
and pleased. Got one or two extra days a month
that you'd like to devote to a really different and
neat project? Consider volunteering at the
California Wolf Center. Don't have the time?
Send a check, donate something they need, or
just spread the word. After you do the same for
the SDTT, of course. Oh, and check out their
website at www.californiawolfcenter.org. You'll
be glad you did.

Tracking Team Spotlight: Preserve Calavera

by Karen Merrill

It has been awhile since we have focused on the
tracking teams that make up the SDTT. This
Tracking Team Spotlight series will focus on one
tracking team and tell its history and mission.
The tracking team will also have the opportunity
to choose a featured member to highlight. The
first Spotlight is on Preserve Calavera Tracking
Team, led by Karen Merrill.

The Preserve Calavera (PC) organization
(www.preservecalavera.org) was formed to
protect the core habitat in Carlsbad—originally
3,000 acres of open space with 15
developments slated for much of it. Diane
Nygaard, President of PC, saw the need to
gather good baseline data to help with our
efforts to secure viable wildlife movement
corridors through these proposed developments.
Hence, the Preserve Calavera Tracking Team
was formed.

| believe we were the third team after Los
Pefasquitos and Mt. Woodson. Barry Martin set
up our first two transects in 2000: one at the
Melrose Tunnel (SDTT transect #39) and the
other, Mount Calavera Loop (#38), in a
northeast portion of the wildlife corridor. The first
survey was conducted in the winter of 2001. Our

team was mentored, first by Lois Warburton,
then by Patrick Campbell. | joined the team in
the winter of 2002 and assumed the Leader
position in May 2003.

The Melrose Tunnel transect was retired after
the fall 2006 survey due to the opening of the
Carlsbad section of Melrose with a new bona
fide wildlife tunnel. Barry and SDTT were
instrumental in helping PC resolve issues in the
planning of this new undercrossing.

We continue to monitor the Mount Calavera
Loop, one of my favorites, with sections of sage
scrub, chaparral, and oak riparian habitat.

PCTT (L to R):
Karen Merrill,
Paige DeCino,
Kris Taylor-Kloke,
Kasey Cinciarelli,
Toby Jordan. Not
pictured: Melanie
Koske, Becky
Williams, Diane
Nygaard, Gary
Seiser

At the request f the California Department of
Fish and Game, we added the Carlsbad
Highlands transect (#50) in August 2003. Part of



this one has gone through a restoration; it's
been interesting to see the phasing from poppy
and lupine fields to the black sage and Artemisia
dominating there now.

In 2006, in an effort to form a new team with the
Center for Natural Lands Management (CNLM),
two transects were set up in the Box Canyon
area of Carlsbad. The team never gelled, but
Gary Seiser and | continue to co-lead the Box
Canyon Tunnel transect (#56), because we feel
this is an important corridor to monitor. This
particular tunnel was hard won as a settlement
with the developers of the Villages of La Costa.
CNLM, as the land manager, is particularly
interested to know if and when mule deer use
the undercrossing. To date, no indication of deer
has been found in the tunnel, but coyote began
to move through it just about a year ago.

We also monitored the #14 transect in Los
Pefasquitos Canyon for a couple of years until it
was retired. We enjoyed that one because of the
deer tracks to be found....the Calavera area has
been without deer for about 20 years when
Palomar Airport Road cut them off from the San
Marcos hills. More on that in a minute.

| want to add the SDTT and Barry, in particular,
were of enormous help in our efforts to convince
the Rancho Carrillo Homeowners’ Association
(HOA) to approve the boring of an
undercrossing of Palomar Airport Road. The
HOA and the developer were committed, only to
have the City of Carlsbad throw a wrench in the
works by refusing to assume liability.

It's in limbo for now, but we have not given up.

Mule deer are again at Calavera! We speculate
a few made it across Palomar Airport Road
when the Bressi Ranch and Villages of La Costa
(new phase) developments began. Markus
Spiegelberg with CNLM first got them on a
motion camera. | have since seen tracks in the
southern part of Calavera, each sign just one
individual. No idea yet if this will develop into a
viable herd.

Some recent highlights on the trail: we're finally
seeing tracks from that elusive long-tailed
weasel during an actual survey. Just last month
we found a really nice trail of spotted skunk
tracks. | had seen a carcass in another area, so
knew they were there somewhere. | have also
noticed quite an increase in indications of
roadrunner throughout the Calavera area, and
wonder if the resident population is increasing
that much or, more likely, more individuals are
moving in from shrinking habitat elsewhere.

Our team has waxed and waned over the years.
Only Diane remains of the original team. We
have a nice core group right now. Each person
brings a particular aspect that enriches the
outing immensely—be it birding, botany, or
butterflies! | know my surveys are notorious for
taking a long time, so in defense | must say, we
are serious TT data collectors, but ultimately
hopeless naturalists, one and alll Once our feet
are in the ‘real’ dirt, there is just so much to
experience! My motto is “Even a bad day of
tracking is better than a good day at work!”

Preserve Calavera Featured Member: Kris Taylor-Kloke

by Kris Taylor-Kloke

| am a computer programmer with an English
degree, which means that I'm kind of mixed up,
and that I've spent a significant portion of my life
staring at computer screens. As a kid, |
associated the outdoors with two things: yard
work and poisonous snakes; both of which were
to be avoided at all costs. However, despite my
best efforts at remaining sedentary, my dad
would often take me out hiking at Torrey Pines.
At first | regarded these outings as pointless
drudgery, but eventually | came to appreciate

the beauty of the place and to enjoy the time
that | spent
outdoors.

It was there that |
got my first taste of
tracking. My dad
pointed out an
oddly-patterned
shoe print on the
trail and asked if | could find the next one. |

Kris Taylor-Kloke




found it; and the next one; and the one after
that; and we followed the trail all the way down
to the beach, where a group of people were
sitting on some rocks. My dad asked one of
them if we could see the bottom of her shoe, an
odd request now that | think of it, but she
humored us and showed us the sole of her
shoe, which had the exact same pattern that we
had been tracking.

| was impressed, but | didn't pursue tracking
further at the time because | didn't really think of
our shoe-print hunt as tracking, which |
associated more with quasi-mystic mountain
men trailing grizzly bears through unending
miles of arctic wilderness than with anything that
could exist within my own mundane life. My dad
and | continued to visit Torrey Pines, but as | got
older, | went hiking less and less, and, for the
most part, reverted back to my sedentary ways.
After college, however, | decided to spend more
time outdoors. | took up birding because it gave
me an excuse to get out of the house and get
some exercise, and also because the process of
identifying birds by field marks appealed to my
logical and occasionally obsessive-compulsive
personality.

One day, while | was birding at Daley Ranch, |
saw a flier for the Tracking Team and decided to
sign up for the Beginning Tracker/Naturalist
class. | really enjoyed the experience, and was
interested to find that tracking was not some sort
of voodoo, but rather an ordered, logical
process, much like birding, so | signed up for
some transects and eventually completed the
Intermediate and Advanced classes as well.
Now | try to do both Carlsbad Highlands
transects each quarter, as well as at least one
with the Mount Woodson Wildlife Trackers, from
whom | borrowed the idea of tracking wood rat

nests via GPS, which we have recently
implemented at the Preserve Calavera Tracking
Team.

What appeals to me most about tracking is that,
like birding, it is primarily an exercise in
recognizing patterns as they occur in nature. In
the beginning there are a lot of details that can
seem daunting, but as you gain experience
placing these details in context out in the field,
they begin to fit into larger patterns that are
much more intuitive and easier to recognize. Of
course, there are still those maddening
situations where a one-legged, seven-toed
mutant decides to leave a single track in the
middle of the trail, then Pogo jumps off into the
bushes to laugh at us while we stand around
scratching our heads, but even these supposed
exercises in futility serve to reinforce in our
minds the overarching patterns that we see in
nature.

Our brains are designed to recognize patterns,
and although we can and often do use this
ability to create more and more artificial and
arbitrary abstractions, its roots lie in the patterns
of nature, which have shaped the way that our
minds work. By approaching nature from the
standpoint of a passive observer, | think that we
can in some way reconnect with an older sense
of being; a world in which we belong, but which
does not revolve around us. It might bruise our
tender, over-swollen human egos to realize that
such a world could exist, but doing so can help
us find our place within that strange world
otherwise known as reality. Though | spend the
majority of my time living within the self-
absorbed fantasies of mankind, the time that |
spend tracking, birding, or just sitting quietly and
enjoying nature, brings me closer to that place.

SDTT Data on BIOS
by Jenny Gladheim

A strategy the SDTT employs to achieve its
mission of preservation is to share the data
trackers and volunteers collect on transect
surveys with local government to enable officials
to make thoughtful development and
conservation decisions. Thanks to the US Fish
and Wildlife Service, the data collected by the

SDTT from 1996-2006 has been added to the
California Department of Fish and Game’s
Biogeographic Information and Obesrvation
System.



Elise Watson, a GIS Analyst with the USFWS
submitted the following release regarding the
addition of SDTT data to the BIOS:

Biogeographic data has been
collected by several organizations,
like SDTT, and government
agencies in San Diego, and exists in
various forms such as on paper or in
software programs like MS Excel or
Access. All of these data have some
value in evaluating species and
habitat changes in San Diego
County. The California Department
of Fish and Game’s (DFG)
Biogeographic Information and
Observation System (BIOS) was
designed to enable management,
visualization, and analysis of
biogeographic data as well as to
facilitate the sharing of these data
with the BIOS community and the
public. It is a web-based system that
integrates GIS and relational
database management with ESRI’s
ArcIMS software.

Staff from the USFWS have been
working with SDTT on posting their
data on BIOS since 2005 and the
SDTT's 1996-2006 database
seemed like an ideal dataset to start
with. A biospatial dataset was
developed of SDTT's data using the
data analysis and GIS work done by
Lisa Markovchick-Nicholls and
Jonah Evans, and was submitted to
BIOS this summer. The datalayer is
now posted and available on the
BIOS Public Viewer at:

http://bios.dfg.ca.gov/

Now, the public and interested
parties can see what kind of data
the SDTT collects and where you
conduct your surveys. The data can
also aid biologists and land
managers in making management
decisions in San Diego County.

Tracking Corner—Analyses from Last Issue

In the last issue of the Clear Print, we featured
the photo below, taken by Bob MacDonald in
Anza Borrego, and asked your thoughts.

We received opinions from four people, two who
thought they were bobcat tracks and another
who thought the tracks were canine. Grace
Clark states, “My guess would be bobcat.” She
adds that she is confused because a bobcat's
heel pad is bi-lobed and this one isn't.

She did seem to barely see a tri-lobed in the
back, though. Phoenix Von Hendy also thought
the tracks were bobcat, “I think this is a nice
photo of some very clear bobcat tracks. The
back feet are both a little fuzzy, but the fronts
are beautiful.”

William Sulzbach’s analysis led him to a different
conclusion. Before sharing his analysis, this is a
good opportunity to mention that tracking is an
art that takes practice, and unless we see the
animal leaving the track, it is difficult to be
certain which animal left the track. Analyzing
and forming your own opinion, even if it isn’t the
same as someone else’s, is a great tool to grow
your skills.

William felt that the tracks Bob captured were
canine. He noticed that these tracks have an
overall round rather than oval appearance,
which is cat like. However, he was able to
visualize the X associated with canines. The
heel pads are triangular and do not show tri--
lobing. In addition, he noticed some rather large



and blunt claws on several of the toes.

The human track and animal tracks seem to be
of the same age, which makes him believe that
the tracks might have been left while someone
was walking his dog. This is especially true with
the tracks being so close to a campsite (Bob
shared in the previous issue that the tracks were
1/8" of a mile from the campsite).

William concluded, “If | assume that the human
track is an adult male in size, we would seem to
have a large domestic dog--the type which make
tracks which are often mistaken for cougar.”

Barry Martin responded that these are dog
tracks.

Thanks to Phoenix, Grace, and William, and
Barry for sharing their analyses and expertise.

Tracking Corner—What Do You Think?

This month’s Tracking Corner tracks come from
William Sulzbach.

Location: Plum Canyon in Anza-Borrego State
Park at about 3,000 feet elevation.

Date: August 2008

Substrate: coarse sand in an arroyo that
seemed to have had showers within the
previous week since the sand seemed a little
firmer than normal. (He was not finding nearly as
many fox tracks as he expected due to the
showers firming up the sandy substrate.)

William says he is not giving away anything by
stipulating that these are ungulate tracks.
However, this is a transitional area between
mule deer and bighorn habitat. Along a 500-yard
section of the canyon, | was finding about half of
the ungulate tracks were mule deer and the
other half were bighorn sheep.

We would like to know:

1. Who made the tracks?

2. What is the gait?

3. Can you infer anything else about this
particular animal from these pictures?
Answers will vary—break out your books
and send us your opinion!



Now for the challenge: Send an email to
Jenny.sdtt@cox.net and tell us what tracks you
think they are and why. The next issue of Clear
Print will have a discussion of the tracks and
trackers’ opinions.

This ongoing feature in the Clear Print will feature photos
of tracks taken by trackers and wildlife enthusiasts. If you
have a photo you would like to share, please email it to

Jenny Gladheim at jenny.sdtt@cox.net. Make sure when

you take the photo you have included something for scale
(dollar bill, coin, hand, or best yet, a ruler). Then include a
brief description of where you were when the photo was
taken and what tracks you think they are.

Upcoming SDTT Events
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eScrip Update
by Anna Gateley-Stanton

Earlier this year, SDTT enrolled in eScrip, a
fundraising program, to try to help bolster our
income in this less-than healthy economy. So
far, things have been pretty slow, with only three
SDTT members signing up for the program. With
those three members, we only managed to earn
$5.25 during the first five months. But, in the
sixth month, with the help of just one of those
members, the gross contribution for the month of
August was a total of $20.88, resulting in a net
amount of $17.76 for August. I'm confident that
if more people would sign up and frequent the
eScrip vendors, either in person or by shopping
with the on-line mall vendors, we can add much

1. Go to www.escrip.com

2. Click on “sign-up”
3. Follow the instructions

more to SDTT's fundraising total. Why not sign
up today so when you shop for holiday gifts on-
line to avoid the long lines, you'll be helping
SDTT at the same time. SDTT’s group number
is 500018107.

Here is a small sampling of some of the on-line
vendors: Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Borders,
Dell, Drs. Foster & Smith, Gevalia, McAfee,
HSN, QVC, Shutterly, Sierra Trading Post,
Snapfish, Zappos, Fandango, Buy.com, Babies
R Us, Golfsmith, Maps.com, Netflix, Nordstrom,
Orvis, Petco, REI, Victoria’'s Secret, Travelocity,
Wine Enthusiast, and many, many more.

Group name: San Diego Tracking Team
Group ID: 500018107







