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The Clear Print 

 
The San Diego Tracking Team Newsletter �  April, 2009 

 
 
In this issue: 

·  From the President 
·  Tracking Team Spotlight: Anza Borrego 
·  New SDTT Trackers 
·  Tracking Corner   
·  Upcoming Events & Volunteer Appreciation Event  

 
 
From the President , Anna Gateley-Stanton
 
Save the Date!  
SDTT is partnering with the Western Tracking 
Institute (WTI) to host the upcoming annual 
conference for the International Society of 
Professional Trackers (ISPT) in the San Diego 
area.  The conference will be held October 16 
through 18, 2009, at Schoepe Scout 
Reservation at Lost Valley in Warner 
Springs.The mission of the ISPT conference is 
to bring together all sorts of trackers, exchange 
ideas, and promote tracking. Mark your calendar 
now and watch for more news about the event 
later.  

Board News   
At our annual meeting on January 31, 2009, 
elections were held for the new year.  We lost a 
few hard workers, but gained a few as well. The 
results of the election are:    

Board Members:  
Rick Botta  
Carol Crafts  
Bob MacDonald  

 
 
In addition to being Board Members, the 
following are also on the Executive Committee 
and/or Corporate Officers:  
Anna Gateley-Stanton, President  
Fred Kramer, Secretary  
Timothy Ann Hunt, Treasurer  
Phoenix Von Hendy  
Barry Martin  
Gary Seiser  

Please join me in thanking those who 
volunteered last year as Board Members, 
Executive Committee Members, and Corporate 
Officers, because without their hard work, we 
would not have a San Diego Tracking Team.  
Thank you to Carolyn Dorroh, Fred Kramer, 
Timothy Ann Hunt, Dave Stowe, Phoenix Von 
Hendy, Carol Crafts, Barry Martin, Robert 
MacDonald, Rick Botta, and Geoff Smith. Thank 
you all for your hard work and dedication to 
SDTT.  

 
 

Tracking Team Spotlight: Anza Borrego 
by Mac McNair 
 
Who We Are 
We’re defined by our sand:  the desert sand that 
forms habitat for special animals – kit fox, 
kangaroo rat, roadrunner, sidewinder. That 
same sand that typically retains their tracks as 
blurred dimples, but – when fine enough and 

moistened just so – can reveal every hair on kit 
fox’s pad in startling, exquisite detail.  
 
We owe our existence both to Anza-Borrego 
Desert State Park’s recognition of the need for a 
tracking team to supplement the information 
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they gain by other means, and to the patience 
and hard work of Barry Martin and the SDTT 
master trackers who helped start us off.  
 
Despite everybody’s best efforts, it’s been a 
hobbling start. Our first classes were held back 
in 2006, and we’re just now finishing our 
apprenticeships and getting going as a member 
team of SDTT. Extra miles of distance and 
intervening mountains create their own 
challenges. Our members’ passionate 
involvement in the Park and our desert life, 
which will become our great strength, has also 
contributed to the delay. Most of us live all or 
part of the year (yes, the cooler part) in Borrego 
Springs, surrounded by Anza-Borrego Desert 
State Park (ABDSP or “the Park”), which 
sprawls over almost a thousand square miles 
and is the biggest state park in the contiguous 
U.S.  
 
Decades of ever tighter state budgets have 
increased the Park’s reliance on volunteers and 
many core Park programs now happen only 
because volunteers are available to staff them. 
The Park has facilitated this process by 
providing great training. Four of our members 
(Grace Clark, Joe Hopkins, Beth Shugan and 
Karin Vickars) have received intensive training 
as Park Nature Interpreters acquiring fully 
portable credentials with the National 
Association of Interpretation. Tracking Team 
members help in other capacities, too. They staff 
the Visitors’ Center, share their knowledge as 
“Roving Naturalists” in popular Borrego Palm 
Canyon on busy tourist weekends, and give 
talks on mountain lions and desert flowers. 
ABTT volunteers also host hikes, talks and a 
welter of other activities (including Barry’s 
tracker training sessions) that are sponsored by 
the Anza-Borrego Foundation and Institute 
(ABFI), the Park’s support organization. Team 
members are also active in the Park centered 
Paleontology Society (Beth is its President), and 
Archaeology and Botany Societies. Karin, Mac, 
Suzanne and Grace are Archaeology Site 
Stewards. Joe Hopkins was recently awarded 
the State Park Service’s prestigious California 
Poppy Award for his exemplary service on many 
fronts. Joe’s accompanying commendation 
noted: “Your outstanding volunteer contributions 
and leadership have ensured memorable 
interpretive experiences for thousands of visitors 
to Anza-Borrego Desert State Park.” All these 
Park activities must be planned, staffed and 
publicized months in advance. So – I’m finally 

getting back to my point – it’s hard to get us out 
of the Park and out to the coast for SDTT 
activities. 
 
Of course, not all of our members are Park 
centered Borregans. Arun Balakrishnan and 
Donna Ghosh, San Diegans who are well known 
to SDTT trackers, have thrown in their lot with us 
(no one could be more dedicated sand lovers), 
and we’re very glad they have! Jennifer Roberts 
who commutes between Borrego Springs and 
Julian has been a regular, always sunny and 
super-active, although we may be losing her for 
a while as job interests take her north. Other 
founding members are Bonny Ahern, Danielle 
Putnam and John Konecny. Gary Seiser has 
shepherded six of us (Donna, Arun, Karin, Mac, 
Joe and John) through our apprenticeships to 
become SDTT trackers. Mac, Karin, and John 
also have Tracker I certification.  
 
About Our Transects  
Before 2006, there were 58 SDTT transects 
west of our mountains and none to the east. In 
that year, Barry began Transect #59 in the 
Park’s Grapevine Canyon which was then 
threatened by SDG&E’s planned northern power 
line through the Park. Thanks to a massive 
grassroots campaign, backed by data on the 
biological richness and sensitivity to disruption of 
areas like Grapevine, SDG&E’s plan has been 
rejected. SDTT has now handed the Grapevine 
transect over to us. We have begun a new 
transect (The Narrows, #60) at a point where the 
San Felipe Creek wildlife corridor is pinched 
between outthrust ridges of mountains to the 
north and south (and where widening Highway 
78 would prove most damaging). Several more 
are planned for biologically hyperactive areas 
within the Park. We’re also branching out. At the 
request of ecologists at Ocotillo Wells State 
Vehicle Recreational Area (SVRA) who is  
ABDSP’s park neighbor to the east, we’ve 
begun a perimeter transect around Barrel 
Springs (#61), where desert mammals like 
coyote, kit fox, bobcat and badger(!) dig their 
own shallow well at the base of water-retaining 
mesquite dunes. Several more transects are on 
their wish list, including one that will trespass in 
Imperial County to the east as the SVRA 
straddles the County line. As we grow in 
numbers and skill, we plan to keep nibbling 
away at the imbalance between “west” and 
“east” transects. 
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Tracking Talks and Walks 
One weekend each month during the cooler 
months when many there are many visitors, 
Karin has begun a 40-minute Saturday morning 
tracking talk at ABDSP Visitor Center. Joined by 
Grace, Joe and Beth, our three other nature 
interpreters, Karin follows the talk by a two-hour 
tracking walk the next morning. While Karin is 
the named walk leader, this is very much a 
group activity. On a recent weekend, eight 
members of the Saturday talk audience came 
out to the Sunday walk. In all, 20 Park visitors 
took the walk, with all four tracker-interpreters 
helping to point out and identify basic, readily 
interpreted tracks and sign. 
 
Format and Content of Talks and Walks:  
The talk is loosely scripted, and branded to both 
the Park and to SDTT. The presenter meets the 
audience outside the Visitor Center and 
introductions are made. The speaker then 
highlights the importance of tracking to gain 
knowledge about our mainly nocturnal animals. 
The purpose of explaining tracking is twofold. 
First, the visitor’s desert experience is enriched. 
Second, visitors gain systematic knowledge 
through transects or other surveys. Visitors are 
next taken past a sign table, where they can 
examine and pass around bagged and labeled 
samples of scat from our most popular and 
characteristic animals like bobcat, mountain lion, 
coyote, gray and kit fox, woodrat, cottontail and 
black-tailed jackrabbit. They also see samples of 
browse that show the difference between 
rodent/leporid nibbling and ungulate pulling. In 
the Discovery Lab, mammal specimens like 
skins offer visitors the chance to feel a badger’s 
impressive claws, or compare the size of 
coyote’s front and back feet. The talk that 
follows is focused on our most popular desert 
mammals and how to tell their tracks apart. It 
also allows for audience questions and give-
and-take. 
 

On Saturday night, ABTT trackers scout for 
tracks and sign around the Visitor Center and 
along nearby Borrego Palm Canyon then sweep 
well-traveled areas. A final scout is done just 
before Sunday’s 8:00 a.m. walk. Two brief 
handouts are given to participants. One shows 
life-size track prints (from Elbroch’s Mammal 
Tracks & Sign) of a few larger desert mammals 
and the other is an SDTT handout displaying 
differences between canine and feline prints, so 
that visitors can start learning with pet tracks 
when they go back home. Many Park visitors 
come from the San Diego area. We inform them 
about SDTT (the website is on the handout) and 
how they can plug into a Los Peñasquitos 
Ranch tracking walk.  
 
Next Challenges 
Job number one has been to get our core group 
through our apprenticeship and that’s largely 
achieved. At a recent meeting, we developed a 
simple, task-oriented organizational structure to 
tackle our next challenges. These include 
developing a local wildlife survey course for next 
fall to entice local naturalists and desert lovers to 
join us on transects (and, of course, get hooked 
on tracking) and developing promotional 
materials (e.g., a team website, a logo, and a 
backdrop for a tracking booth at Borrego Days 
and other local public events). We want to 
develop materials that match SDTT in quality 
and show our relationship within the overall 
team structure, but emphasize our local tasks 
and animals. With the continued support of 
SDTT and our own passion to learn about and 
preserve our unique, austerely beautiful place, 
we can develop the world class program our 
desert deserves. 
 
Thanks 
Thanks again to Barry, Gary, Rick, Lee, 
Shankar, William, Preston, Juliet, Mike and all 
the other SDTT trackers who’ve started us off, 
and continue to play a vital role in our 
development. 
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Gary Seiser, SDTT Apprentice Chair, would like to offer congratulations to the following people who 

have completed the SDTT Apprentice Program and have attained the designation of SDTT Tracker: 

 

Arun Balakrishnan 
Donna Ghosh 
Joe Hopkins 

John Konecny 
Way to go, trackers!  
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Tracking Corner—Analysis from Last Issue
 
The last issue of Tracking Corner featured 
tracks from William Sulzbach.  
 
Here are William’s answers for the questions we 
asked in the last issue. 
 
Who made the tracks? A Bighorn Sheep  
What is the gait? Direct register walk  

 
  
 

Tracking Corner—What Do You Think?
 
The mystery tracks for this issue come from 
Anna Gateley-Stanton. She photographed these 
tracks while conducting transect 13 in the 
Peñasquitos Canyon in early 2008. Take a look 
and let us know what you think they might be. 
Remember there is no right answer to this 
question. Even those on the transect were 
undecided. 
 

 
 

 

 

Now for the challenge: Send an email to 
Jenny.sdtt@cox.net and tell us what tracks 
you think they are and why. The next issue of 
Clear Print will have a discussion of the 
tracks and trackers’ opinions. 
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Upcoming SDTT Events 
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